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Nashville is the nation's 18th most literate city, according to a study by Central Connecticut State University — ahead of every city in 
the South except Atlanta, New Orleans and Austin, Texas. 

The study by professor John Miller ranked cities with at least 250,000 people according to their reading habits and education level. Key 
factors in his rankings were newspaper circulation, online news reading, online book purchasing, the number of book stores (which 
notably excluded religious book stores), the number of libraries, how many books libraries circulated and education level. You can read 
more about the methodology here. 

Nashville ranked 27th for book stores, 29th for educational level, 22nd for online news reading and book purchasing, 14th for libraries, 
49th for newspapers and 19th for magazines and journals. 

The most literate cities were Seattle, Washington, D.C., Minneapolis, Pittsburgh and Atlanta. The five least literate were El Paso, Texas; 
Corpus Christi, Texas; Bakersfield, Calif.; Stockton, Calif.; and Aurora, Colo. 

For the full list, click here. 
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